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this book examines the united nations security council s authorisation of the use of force considering the extensive body of un security council resolutions
across its now eighty years of existence as one of the established exceptions to the article 2 4 un charter prohibition on the use of force un security council
authorisation of force remains a key focus for both states and scholars alike despite the apparent consequences of authorisation authorising resolutions lack
prescribed formats or mandatory content the un security council has over time however developed a consistent practice of prior explicit authorisation the
development of this practice is reflected in a number of essential characteristics within authorising resolutions of the un security council these include explicit
determinations of a threat to international peace and security the invocation of chapter vii or viii of the un charter the use of specific authorising language the
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inclusion of time or functional limits on authorisation and the imposition of reporting obligations on those authorised to use force the book ultimately argues
that prior explicit authorisation constitutes a well established practice rejecting the legality and admissibility of implicit and retroactive authorisation

drawing on both theory and practice this insightful book offers a comprehensive analysis of the relationship between the united nations security council unsc
and the international criminal court icc centred on the referral mechanism arguing that the legal nature of the referral must be conceptualized as a conferral of
powers from the unsc to the icc the author explores the complex legal relationship between interacting international organizations

one respect in which the united nations has departed most widely from the league of nations in its practice has been the method adopted by the security coundl
for handling legal questions that arise in connection with its work while the league coundl followed the practice of re ferring to the permanent court of
international j ustice many questions of a legal nature arising in connection with its activities including many that arose in connection with the handling of
actual disputes the se curity council of the united nations has on no occasion requested an advisory opinion from the court all questions that have been sub
mitted to the court by organs of the united nations have been sub mitted by the general assembly nor has the security council in the course of its activities seen
fit to rely on any other external body or even on a sub committee of legal experts for the clarification of the issues of a legal nature that have arisen in the
course of its deliberations this attitude on the part of the security council was no doubt to some extent antidpated in the discussions that took place in con
nection with the drafting of the charter where great emphasis was placed upon the political nature of the responsibility of the security council and of its
members for the maintenance of international peace and security

after grappling for two decades with the realities of the post cold war era the un security council must now meet the challenges of a resurgence of great power
rivalry reflecting this new environment the un security council in the 21st century provides a comprehensive view of the council s internal dynamics its role and
relevance in world politics and its performance in addressing today s major security challenges david m malone is under secretary general of the united nations
and also rector of the un university unu sebastian von einsiedel is director of the unu center for policy research bruno stagno ugarte most recently executive
director of the security council report now serves as deputy executive director for advocacy at human rights watch

the security council the all powerful un body for maintaining world peace remains mired in its world war ii origins the victors the us russia china britain and
france continue to control it with their permanent membership and the veto their confrontations emasculated the council during the cold war and their
cooperation spawned questionable military actions thereafter the book traces the origins of international security cooperation and scrutinizes the moorings of
the security council s powers in international law it critiques the permanent five s manipulation of the council to aggressively strengthen their global dominance
and legitimise their exercise of power their doctrines and actions in countries like iraq yugoslavia and libya have hindered the council s evolution as a
responsible body which has the trust of a globalising world this book is an essential read for practitioners and scholars to understand the security council and
the failure to reform it

under the united nations charter the security council was mandated to ensure the maintenance of international peace and security within the security council
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the five permanent members the united states the united kingdom france russian federation and china have special veto powers that have enabled them to
greatly impact the international crisis across the globe during the cold war the united states and then soviet union exercised the veto to enforce their political
and ideological will rather than to uphold the un charter several events such as the korean war the suez canal crisis and the fight for namibian independence
were greatly affected by actions taken by the security council particularly the permanent five at the end of the cold war it appeared as though the division
within the council would end the unification of the security council during the iraqi invasion of kuwait created hopes that the council could now function as
mandated a unified front from the council in response to the situation in kuwait brought other questions to the table should countries such as germany and
japan be allowed a seat at the permanent five table for contributing the majority of the financial backing for the gulf war many questions also arose about
representation within the council with no countries from africa or latin america un member countries grew weary of adding japan and germany to an already
unbalanced permanent five membership during the 1990s the united states emerged as a hegemonic power using their political economic and military might to
control the actions of the council when war broke out in kosovo and rwanda the united states was hesitant to involve their military in the crisis without the
backing of the united states the security council found it difficult to act china also showed hesitation as they feared the council was becoming too entangled in
the domestic affairs of sovereign nations with regards to collective security the security council lost sense of legitimacy by not responding promptly to the
situation in rwanda after the terror attacks of september 11 2001 the foreign policy agenda of the united states shifted the invasion of afghanistan to overthrow
the taliban happened without a security council resolution that would have legalized the action this action was overlooked by the member nations of the united
nations due to the severity of the terror attacks when the united states and their allies believed that iraq was a threat to international peace and security in
2002 the us government attempted to gain support from the security council but failed the us circumvented the authority of the council and invaded iraq
against the greater will of the international community

this impressive work sheds light on the recent history of the un security council unsc examining how the penchant for un backed humanitarian intervention in
the 1990s has given way to an impotent unsc unable to play a meaningful role in the war in iraq the book is designed for readers who are interested in gaining a
deeper understanding of the workings of the unsc and the attitudes of its members towards the use of force and sovereignty as well as understanding its
limitations in international politics

in contrast to the common perception that the united nations is or should become a system of collective security this paper advances the proposition that the un
security council embodies a necessarily selective approach analysis of its record since 1945 suggests that the council cannot address all security threats
effectively the reasons for this include not only the veto power of the five permanent members but also the selectivity of all  un member states their
unwillingness to provide forces for peacekeeping or other purposes except on a case by case basis and their reluctance to involve the council in certain conflicts
to which they are parties or which they perceive as distant complex and resistant to outside involvement the council s selectivity is generally seen as a problem
even a threat to its legitimacy yet selectivity which is rooted in prudence and in the un charter itself has some virtues acknowledging the necessary limitations
within which the security council operates this paper evaluates the council s achievements in tackling the problem of war since 1945 in doing so it sheds light
on the division of labour among the council regional security bodies and states and offers a pioneering contribution to public and governmental understanding
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of the un s past present and future roles

this book addresses the authority of the un security council to regulate the use of force in particular it examines the question of whether the present
composition functions and powers of the security council are adequate to meet recent demands such as the need perceived by states to use force in cases of
humanitarian emergency and pre emptive action in response to international terrorism and the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction is the security
council still well positioned today to deal with these demands and challenges in seeking a response the book analyzes both charter law and security council
practice it addresses not only the hotly debated recent crises concerning kosovo afghanistan and iraq but also resolutions dealing with the use of force by
peacekeeping operations a number of issues relating to the right of self defence are analyzed as are the emerging new roles of nato and the african union
separate chapters of the book are devoted to the current discussion concerning the reform of the security council a particular feature of the book is the
interaction between academics and practitioners as well as between theory and reality

the un security council and international law explores the legal powers limits and potential of the united nations security council offering a broadly positive and
positivist account of the council s work in practice this book aims to answer questions such as when are council decisions binding and on whom what legal
constraints exist on council decision making and how far is the council bound by international law defining the controlling legal rules and differentiating
between what the council can do as opposed to what it should do as a matter of policy this book offers both a tool for assessment of the council as well as
realistic solutions to address its deficiencies and most importantly evaluates its potential for maintaining international peace and security to the benefit of us all

this study provides a comprehensive analysis of the questions pertaining to the powers of the security council under chapter vii of the charter of the united
nations in doing so it departs from the premise that an analysis of the limitations to the powers of the security council and an analysis of judicial review of such
limitations by the icj respectively are inter dependent on the one hand judicial review would only become relevant if and to the extent that the powers granted
to the security council under chapter vii of the charter are subject to justiciable limitations on the other hand the relevance of any limitation to the powers of
the security council would remain limited if it could not be enforced by judicial review this inter dependence is reflected by the fact that chapters 2 and 3 focus
on judicial review in advisory and contentious proceedings respectively whereas chapters 4 to 9 examine the limits to the powers of the security council the
concluding chapter subsequently illuminates how the respective limits to the security council s enforcement powers could be enforced by judicial review it also
explores an alternative mode of review of binding security council decisions that could complement judicial review by the icj notably the right of states to reject
illegal security council decisions as a right of last resort the space and attention devoted to the limits to the security council s enforcement powers reflects the
second aim of this study namely to provide new direction to this aspect of the debate on the security council s powers under chapter vii of the charter it does so
by paying particular attention to the role of human rights norms in limiting the type of enforcement measures that the security council can resort to in order to
maintain or restore international peace and security
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